
Alachua Elementary School 

Alligator Times – October 2018 
 Principal: Heather Harbour  Assistant Principal: Bonnie Bing 

Important Dates 
 T. Oct. 2 Custodial Appreciation Day! 

 

 M. Oct. 8 3rd Grade to Sugar Camp Ranch 
 

 T. Oct. 9 PTA Meeting from 3:00-4:00 pm 
 

 Oct 10-12 5th Grade to Camp Crystal 
 

 M. Oct. 15 End of First 9 Weeks 
 

 Th. Oct. 18 Positive Behavior Fun Day #1! 
 

 F. Oct. 19 Student Holiday ~ No School 
 

 Th. Oct. 25 4th Grade to Museum of Natural History 
 

 F. Oct. 26 Picture Day 
Report Cards Go Home 
Alligator Showcase 1:45 pm 

 

 W. Oct. 31 Flu Mist Day 
 

 Th. Nov. 1 Literacy Night 5:30 pm  
(more information coming soon) 
 

 

Mrs. Sisson’s Corner 
The 5th Grade Science class is off to a great start as they are 
finishing up with their solar system projects!  Next we are 
heading into the study of weather, where the students will 
be learning about air masses, fronts, climate, weather, the 
water cycle, and the earth’s atmosphere’s role in creating 
different types of weather. 
 
In math, 3rd grade is busy learning multiplication and 
division.  Please help them practice their times tables at 
home.  The more fluent they are, the more successful they 
will be in future studies.  The 4th grade will be finishing 
multiplication and delving into the world of division.  The 
5th grade is wrapping up multiplication and will soon be 
working on volume before they begin their journey into 
long division. 

 

PTA News 
Membership matters!  Please join our AES PTA today to be 
informed, be active and be your child’s biggest fan!  We are not 
asking you to attend every meeting.  Volunteer when you can.  
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at the 
school from 3-4 pm.  Membership is $6 per family for the year.  
Contact Shama Johnson, PTA president, at 
sbattles77@gmail.com for more information. 

Krispy Kreme Fundraiser:  As a reminder, all Krispy Kreme 
orders must be turned in by this Friday, October 5th.  The 
student who sells the most Krispy Kreme certificates will win a 
$50 gift certificate! 

Citizen of the Month 
Congratulations to our September Citizen of the Month, 
RAMSEY STANLEY!  We are so very proud of you! 
 

From Nurse Weeks 
As a reminder, on Wednesday, October 31st, the Alachua 
County Health Department will be administering the flu mist 
this year.  They will not administer the flu shot.  Consent 
forms were sent home and MUST be returned to school 
whether your child will receive the flu mist or not (check YES 
or NO on the form).  The flu mist will be administered by 
Health Department medical personnel. 

Check out these cool student incentives for Flu Mist Day: 
1. All students that are vaccinated will receive a coupon 

for free Yo3 Metro yogurt on the day of the vaccine. 
2. Each classroom that has 100% consent form return 

will be entered into a raffle within their grade level 
for a free donut party! 

 
 

MEDIA NEWS 
It is October, the perfect month to curl up with a good spooky 
book!  Please continue to remind your students to read, read, 
read!  There is a direct correlation between reading and 
academic achievement.   

Also, please be on the lookout for our new October Literacy 
Activities, and encourage your child(ren) to complete this 
monthly literacy challenge!   

In October, the AES Media Center will host the Fall Book Fair 
from Tue Oct. 30th to Wed Nov. 7th.  Students, teachers, and 
parents may stop by to find some great books to read and, 
through your purchases, support the media center at the 
same time!  Please see the AES Media Center website 
(https://www.sbac.edu/domain/577) for additional 
information about the book fair.   

In October we will continue to celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month (Sept. 15th to Oct. 15th), as well as Children's 
Magazine Month and even National Dictionary Day!   

Finally, remember students do not have to wait until their 
next scheduled Media time to check-in and/or check-out 
books.  The media center is open for Morning Media every 
day from 7:15 to 7:40am and for Open Media every day from 
8:00 to 9:00am, 10:00 to 11:00am, and 1:45 to 2:45pm. 
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Alachua Elementary School 

Alligator Times – October 2018 
Principal: Heather Harbour  Assistant Principal: Bonnie Bing 

Welcome New Faculty & Staff! 

We are so excited to have the following new teachers and staff 
members working at Alachua Elementary.  They each bring talent 
and expertise to an already incredible group of educators.  Please 
join us in welcoming them aboard! 

Kim Leverette  Third Grade 

Lisa Chapman  Media Aide 

 

Third Grade News 

We're looking forward to our field trip on October 8th to Sugar 
Camp Ranch in Fort White. Don't forget to turn in your 
permission slip and $10 by Wednesday, October 3rd. During 
the month of October, we will continue to practice referring 
back to text evidence when answering questions. In math, we 
are learning many multiplication and division strategies. We 
will also be spending the month learning about stars in science 
and about Mexico, Canada, and the Caribbean in social studies.  
 
October Challenge: Spend 10 minutes a night practicing 
multiplication and division facts! 
 
 

Fourth Grade News 

Fourth grade is now focusing on multiplication in math. 
Division will be our next unit. So please continue practicing 
both multiplication and division facts at home! On October 25th, 
fourth graders will be going to the Florida Museum of Natural 
History. We would love to have chaperones join us for this trip. 
If you are interested, please reach out to your child's teacher as 
soon as you can. A volunteer application must be completed 
and approved for you to attend. Permission slips will be sent 
home today, so be on the lookout! If you have any questions 
please contact your child's teacher.  
 

Fifth Grade News 

Happy October to all our fifth grade families! Camp Crystal is 
next week. This three-day, two-night field trip is one of our 
favorites and is sure to be a blast!  A packing list was sent home 
already, but be on the lookout for another to come home soon. 
Medicine for the trip needs to be turned in by next Monday, 
October 8th.  Remember that all medicine must be in the 
original packaging.  

In other news, fifth grade is busy learning about multiplication, 
space and weather, and different text structures. Students 
should be encouraged to read 20-30 minutes per night and this 
really does help them! Also, remember that there are many 
resources on Edutone, which your child can access right from 
home.  Be on the lookout for more great things to come for our 
fifth graders this year! 

Art, Music, and PE News 
Art News: This month 3rd grade will be working on their cubist self-portraits 
and setting up their portfolios.  Our 4th graders will be exploring the element 
of color and reflecting on their Miro paintings. On October 22nd, fifteen of our 
4th graders will be honored at city hall for their fall collages which were 
displayed during the month of September. Our 5th graders will be finishing up 
their personal heroes project and will be learning about the Mexican artist 
Frida Khalo.  All grades have begun working on art for Veteran's Day.  Winners 
from each grade will be featured in the Veteran’s Day Program in November! 
 
Music News: Hi, my name is Mrs. Rudzitis. I am excited to teach music this year 
at Alachua Elementary. This school year, students will explore music through 
singing, listening, playing instruments, and movement.  All third, fourth and 
fifth grade students will also focus on music literacy. Music literacy is reading 
and writing rhythms and melodies. Each grade level will also have an 
opportunity to present a musical performance this year.  The fourth graders 
will perform several songs to honor our veterans at the Veteran’s Day Program 
on November 9 at 8:30am.  Do you have a child in third or fourth grade? Save 
these dates. The third grade performance will be on Thursday, December 6th at 
6:30pm and the fourth grade performance will be on Thursday, February 7th at 
6:30pm.   
 

PE News:  The Alligator All-Stars program is to recognize AES students who 
have excelled in the area of Physical Education and have displayed the traits of 
great effort, listening, teamwork and sportsmanship during PE class for the 
month of August.  This month winners are: 

 5th Grade: Abby Schentrup & Leif Green-Church 
 4th Grade: Dylan Applebee & Everett Banner 
 3rd Grade: Mollie Wells & Bradyn Walden 

 

MORNING MILE: Morning Mile is off and running!  Bring your sneakers and 
join friends and Coach Pigott as we get our day started on "the right 
foot"!  The Morning Mile is held daily from 7:00-7:30 a.m. each morning on the 
PE field.  Thank you to patrols Katie B., Will B. & Darrion S. for their help 
each morning.  Our current student Morning Mile leaders are: 
 

 Austin Carey: Overall & 5th grade leader with 52.25 miles 
 Jason D: 4th Grade leader with 33 3/4 miles 
 River Jacobi: 3rd grade leader with 25 1/4 miles 

 

Member of the 30 Mile Club 
William Wray 

Member of the 25 Mile Club 
Trey Lisenby 
 

Members of the 20 Mile Club 
Hayden Dampier 
Kelly Gonzalez-Velazquez 
Da-Rell Merrix, Jr. 
Breanna Tabacco 
Evalyn Tuma-Baker 
Gabby Williams 
 

Members of the 15 Mile Club 
Markel Clark 
Charlie Hallbrook 
Skylar Honaker 
Brandon Mulberry 
 

Members of the 10 Mile Club 
Katie Bessent 
Jalen Gaddy 
Landyn Gonzalez 
Hugh Paz 
Ellamaris Rosada-Sochuk 
 

 

Yearbooks 

Yearbooks are on sale NOW!  The cost of a yearbook is $20.  
You can purchase your yearbook online at swiphoto.com/yb. 
 


